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Professor Tapio Varis is the Chair of Professional 
Education, with an emphasis on global learning 
environments, at the Research Centre for Vocational 
Education, University of Tampere, Finland, and the 
UNESCO Chair in Global E-Learning. He is a 
Principal Research Associate at UNESCO-UNEVOC 
International Centre for Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training, and a member of the 

Governing Board of the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education, the 
European Commission Media Literacy Expert Group. He is also the acting President of 
Global University System (GUS).  
 
Prof. Varis has held various posts throughout his career, including Rector of the University 
for Peace (created by the UN) in Costa Rica; Chair of Media Studies in the University of 
Tampere, Finland; and Director of Tampere Peace Research Institute. He has co-authored 
"Media literacy and New Humanism" for UNESCO/IITE in 2010. He contributes to scholarly 
publications as well as to print and broadcast media. He holds a Masters and Doctor of Social 
Science from the University of Tampere, Finland. 
 
 
 




